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INTRODUCTION 


The ‘subject of this booklet is Saul of 
Tarsus, afterward more generally known as 
Paul the Apostle of Jesus Christ. He was 
born in Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia, 
which is today fallen into ruins. But this 
man has outshone the city, and his name is 
now a household word. His is a glory that 
will shine in the city, the New Jerusalem, 
that shall descend out of heaven from God.— 
Rev. 21:10. | | | 
Next to Jesus Christ, his worthy Lord 
and Master, Paul stands among the world’s 
greatest benefactors. He has possibly done 
more for the world in the extension of the 
knowledge of the Gospel of truth than any 
other man. In the final ‘Reckoning Day it 
will be seen that to this man will be given a 
more illustrious place than to monarchs and 
kings, though they be the greatest; a loftier 
place than to philosophers, though they be 
the wisest. To him shall be given crowns, in 
eomparison to which earth’s diadems fade into 
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insignificance. Of him it shiall be true, he 
“shall shine as the brightness of the firm- 
ament; and as the stars for ever and ever.” 
What the world owes to this man “that 
day” alone can declare. What the world gave 
to him is too shameful to record. Tihe only 
monument it bestowed was the pile of stones 
with which they attempted to stone him to 
death, and even those stones are scattered 
now. The only titles it bestowed were, “pest- 
ilent fellow,” “babbler,”’ “filth of the world.” 
The Jews finally wrote his ante-mortem epi- 
taph, “Away with this fellow from the earth: 
for it 1s not fit that he should live” (Acts 
22:22). Later, the Gentiles carried out that 
estimate of Paul by beheading him in the 
reign of the notorious monarch Nero. Thus 
ended the earthly life of the man of whom we 
write, again proving to the deceived optimitsts 
that the “world leth in the evil one,’ and 
that even the best men God gives to the world 
are not appreciated until their eyes are closed, 
their voices are silenced, and the inactivity of 
the grave ends the program of their lives. 
The history of Paul is recorded mostly in 
the Acts of the Apostles, but his life were 
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better named the Acts of the Holy Ghost. 
Paul was a sample of what God through the 
Holy Ghost can do with aa life, though short 
as a vapor, that has a “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do” experience. 


The higher critics claim that Paul suf- 
fered sun-stroke on the road to Damascus. 
If this were true, it would make that road an 
adeal one over which to send some of the 
twentieth century preachers for a vacation. 
Mayhap they might suffer the same exper- 
jence, and thus their preaching and their 
Christian living could be lifted up to Paul’s 
standard. But when we with an honest mind 
consider the life and works of this man, we 
must conclude without the shadow of a doubt 
that he met God’s Son, the vision and voice 
of whom never withdrew their influence and 
power from him. 





rie eRe 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MAN 
~ PAUL 


Chief of Sinners 


The only handle this man ever annexed 
to his own name was “chief of sinners.” He 
had lain at the bottom of the pit of ruin, and, 
when he himself had been lifted up, he could 
say to the slave of moral pollution, “Come 
up.” To him such scriptures as Jer. 17:9.and 
Isa. 1:6 needed no revision, since he had felt 
the polluted streams of corruption flowing 
through his own flesh. “The heart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and desperately wicked.” 
“From the sole of the foot even unto the head 
there is no soundness in it.” He had no “bet- 
ter Paul” inside: in his “flesh dwelt no good 
thing” (Rom. 7:18). He cried out, “O wretch- 
ed man that I am.” He placed his photo in 
the rogues’ gallery of the New Testament 
when he wrote, “There is none that doeth 
good, no, not one’ (Rom. 3:12). To him the 
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natural man was beyond saving by any of the 
various processes of reformation, civilization, 
education, culture, etc., and was without God 
and without hope from the world’s standpoint. 


Chief of Legalists 


The life of Paul, on the authority of his 
own statement, was blameless according to 
the letter of the law. The Lord never found 
him in the ditch, he never had another man’s 
money to carry back, he was mo unjust man 
or murderer. He could stand on the pin- 
nacle of self-righteousness with the words, “I 
more,” on his lips. But see him climb down, 
and it will forever silence any man in his 
boasted self-righteousness and so-called mor- 
ality. Down he goes till he lies at the feet of 
Jesus of Nazareth with these immortal words 
on his lips, “God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of oyr Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Gal. 6:14). Only a sinner saved by grace. 
Oh, matchless grace! 


As a Worker 
Through the grace of God, he states, that 


he labored “more abundantly than they all” 
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(I Cor. 15:10). From the day the Lord 
stopped this man on the Damascus road he 
was exceedingly zealous for the Lord. From 
the day he asked the Lord, “What wilt thou 
have me to do?” he never ceased doing till 
he laid his head on the block at Rome. 
He verily was the Lord’s “love slave.” With 
preaching, praying, teaching, suffering, tears 
—an apostle, a tent-maker, he was “at it” 
night and day, often from house to house, till 
he laid down sword and trowel. But see the 
harvest of golden sheaves and the churches in 
his tracks. What a reunion there will be in 
the skies at the coming of the Lord, when 
these redeemed ones meet their benefactor in 
the air. In the days of Israel God threatened 
to punish men on their lees.—Zeph. 1:12. 
Men on their lees are like powder in the bot- 
tom of a medicine bottle. In Jer. 48:11 the 
Lord prescribed the cure for this condition: 
“Moab hath been at ease from his youth, he 
hath settled on his lees, and hath not been 
emptied from vessel to vessel.” In the life of 
this industrious apostle no chance for settling 
on his lees was found, because he was unceas- 
ingly “at it.’ His was no Dead Sea exper- 
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ience, for out of “his innermost being flowed 
rivers of living water.” 


Motives in his Life 

The devil could and undoubtedly did in- 
vestigate Paul as he did Job, whom he ac- 
cused of serving God because of self-interest. 
“Doth Job fear God for nought” (Job 1:9)? 
The devil’s conclusion was that men serve 
God for what there is of earthly gain in the 
service. Paul’s motives were not saturated 
by the modern evil of a “stipulated salary” 
ministry. His work was not for financial 
gain. He never sent. word to Athens stating 
at what figure he would accept that pastorate 
or hold a revival for them. The dignity of 
ministerial position was no hindrance to him. 
He stood on a level with the lowest of the 
Lord’s redeemed. 


The sole motive of his life can be 
summed up in a nut-shell statement: That 
Man Christ Jesus, who came to seek the lost 
of earth. The two extremes from which he 
worked were a risen Christ and fallen man 


who needed salvation and eternal life. 
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Educational Side of his Life 


Among the “not many wise men after 
the flesh” the Lord called this man.—I Cor. 
1:26. God in His foreknowledge knew the 
place Paul would afterward give to his secular 
learning. He always placed it as a footstool. 
To the Philippians he wrote, “I count all 
things but dung for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ my Lord.” On his ar- 
rival at Corinth he refused to preach in the 
excellency of speech (rhetoric), or wisdom 
(philosophy), lest their faith should stand in 
the wisdom of men.—I Cor. 2:1-6. To Paul 
the world’s wisdom could not reveal the best 
in life, nor a moment of the future, nor save 
a soul from death. He could have agreed 
with the learned Goethe, “The tree of knowi- 
edge never becomes the tree of life; in earth- 
ly knowledge the yonder is never there.” The 
evil of the present day or any other day is 
not in the use of education, but in its abuse. 
The only recorded title that Paul received at 
Athens, the seat of learning, was “Babbler.” 


Piety—Paul’s Inner Life 
The inner life of this man was open to 
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God. Professing to be and not possessing 
was to him a tree with not much root, which 
a slight storm might easily overthrow, and 
great would be the fall of such. Reputation, 
or what man said, never changed his course. 
He stood or fell before the Judge of all the 
earth. To him finite man’s accusations fled 
as chaff before the wind. His justifier was 
God, and before Him he lived, and the eye of 
man was not his ruination. To him the heart, 
out of which are the issues of life, was 
“naked and open to the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do.” In this consciousness 
he lived before his Creator, and when the day 
of embarkation came to go into that august 
Presence, he neither faltered nor feared. 


“So live, that, when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan, that moves 

To that mysterious realm, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 

Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon; but sustained and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave, 

Like one who wraps the drapery of his cowch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.” 


Manner of his Life 
The life of Paul as a man is well ex- 
oressed in Peter’s phraseology, pilgrim and 
stranger. Paul’s baggage was all checked and 
16 
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sent ahead.. Everybody knew by the manner 
of his life that this world was not his home. 
“He looked for a city that hath foundations” 
(Heb. 11:26), His citizenship was in heaven. 
Earth was only his camping ground. He 
never drove his tent-pins deep. He was ready 
to leave at the moment when the signal 
would be given. His ear was wide open to 
hear the blast of the trump and the voice of 
the descending Lord. 

His teachings were all in the light of 
eternity. The life of Paul from a time-focus 
was very umpractical, but from the angle of 
eternity ‘his teaching and life were profitable 
for the life that now is and for that which is 
to come. He was like the Scotch Preacher 
who was criticised by the synod for not 
preaching sermons that were up to the times. 
He asked the members of the synod if they 
preached such sermons. They replied that 
they did. Then he said, “Will you allow one 
poor preacher to preach for eternity?’ Thus 
Paul lived; thus Paul preached. 


Prayer—In Touch with God 
Here we touch the secret of his life from 
17 
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the man-ward side. He hitched his chariot of 
service fast to God. In this he resembles 
very much the Lord Jesus. Prayer was his 
fulcrum to do seemingly impossible things 
for God. Nothing was too minute to escape 
his prayer. In “everything by prayer and 
thanksgiving” was the solution to his peace- 
ful, calm, and composed mind. Worry was 
to him the fruit of unbelief. His implicit 
trust in God was made possible by his prayer- 
fellowship with God. 

For power for service, for utterance and 
boldness of speech, for open doors in mission- 
ary work, to be kept from evil men, to be de- 
livered from the world’s evil, to overcome the 
powers of Satanic wiles, and the dispensing 
of blessings to individuals and churches from 
whom he was absent, prayer was his constant 
recourse. He prayed blessings down in many 


forms. 


Personality 


Earnestness was an important asset in the 
Personality of Paul. That impassioned plea 
to King Agrippa, nearly persuading him to be 
a Christian, is an index to his personality. 

18 
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Between Paul and modern evangelists 
there is a vast difference, since the methods 
used by many betray them to be commedians 
rather than ambassadors from the Court of 
Heaven. Paul had a message the rejection of 
which meant everlasting doom. That fact, 
of which he was positively persuaded, pro- 
duced the intense earnestness of his personal- 
ity. He never lowered the dignity of his 
message by the mixture of gold and dross. 
Yet, as a man, he showed gravity in its high- 
est form. His actions and preaching were 
alive with a purpose. His messages were not 
delivered at random. 


Back of every message he delivered was 
the strong character of Paul, yet he never de- 
pended on his own force of character for re- 
sults. His God is not limited to personality. 
According to the Scriptures, the bodily pres- 
ence of Paul was a spectacle of weakness. 


Finally, he was intensely in earnest. 


19 


Pd cl 
SAS 


Ni 








GHUAPPTER IL 


METHODS EMPLOYED BY PAUL TO 
DO GOD’S WORK 


The methods used by Paul were simple, 
practical, and, above all, they were heaven- 
approved, and could be adopted by the Church 
at all times “till He come.” He never ‘at- 
tempted the Lord’s work through the instru- 
mentality of shows, parades, socials, suppers, 
fleshly excitement, banquets, gowned choirs, 
nor operatic music. How are the mighty 
fallen! Will they repent and rise? The 
object in God’s work is often destroyed in 
these days by the means employed to attain 
it. Oh, that this man’s work that was ap- 
proved by the Holy Ghost might serve as a 
guide to all in this day who are overseers of 
the flock of God! 


Faithful Bible Preaching 


The Word of God was Paul’s only weap- 
on, yet the “slain of the Lord” were many. 
21 
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The farewell counsel to his beloved Timothy 
—“Preach the word’—is enlightening. His 
last word uttered in living breath to the 
Ephesians—“I commend you to God, and the 
Word—is significant. To him the Word of 
God was the true university, “throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” The counsel 
given to Titus is timely: ‘Holding fast the 
faithful word”’—and that would eliminate all 
sermons on politics, science, culture, and cur- 
rent gossip. 


Living Testimonies 

Paul depended on the furtherance of the 
Gospel through living “epistles, known and 
read of all men.” He knew that the most 
efficient way to spread fire is to scatter fire- 
brands, and such indeed were many who were 
saved through his ministry. He knew that a 
few living testimonies, such as Lydia and the 
Philippian jailor, were of more value than 
any method. Nothing so hinders the spread 
of the Gospel as loud profession without its 
resultant powers in Christian living. Oh, 
that God might give to the world at this time 
an army of firebrands as living testimonies! 
: 22 
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Believing Prayer Circle 

What the Lord told Anantas about Paul 
at the beginning of his life as a worker for 
God held true to the end: “Behold he pray- 
eth.” Paul was tied to God by prayer-fellow- 
ship, and he tied every work he established to 
God and to himself, urging believers to “pray 
without ceasing,’ thus forming a circle that 
could thwart the powers of Satan, and he 
could say, “who causeth us always to triumph 
over the devil.” He expected his results from - 
God, as did Morrison when he embarked as 
the first misstonary to China. Some one on 
the ship asked whether he expected to have 
any influence over these millions of China- 
- men, to which he replied, “I expect God to 
have.” Thus did Paul, and consequently 
urged, “I will that men pray everywhere.” 


Radiating Centers 
Paul started his work largely in cities, 
and made them the centers of his effort. It 
is yet a very practical method of work to 
have men sent out from our larger congrega- 
tions to scatter the Word everywhere in the 
country round about. Some of these radiat- 
23 
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ing centers were Jerusalem, Samaria, Anti- 
och, Cyprus, Icontum, Lystra, Athens, Derbe, 
Philippi, Berea, Corinth, Thessalonica, Eph- 
esus, and Rome. 


Regions Beyond Established Stations 

“Regions beyond,’ was one of Paul’s 
mottoes. His example is very timely in this 
day and-age, when men seem to be piling up 
in one place, while many localities are being 
neglected. Paul’s “parish was the world,” his 
pulpit was everywhere, if it was God’s open 
air or the river-side. It seems that evangel- 
ism today is hitched to buildings. It might 
be well in these days if there were more 
churches “at the house of Chloe.” Let us not 
limit our work and. evangelism to the large 
congregations, as the “some clave unto him” 
often became large and prosperous churches. 

Missionary Intelligence 

Missionary interest was created in part 
by missionary intelligence. The facts con- 
cerning the spread of the Gospel and the 
various needs were brought to the home basc 
--especially recorded in connection with the 
Jerusalem and Antioch home bases. Con- 
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cerning Jerusalem the account reads (Acts 
15:12); “Then all the multitude kept silence, 
and gave audience to Paul and Barnabas, de- 
claring what miracles and wonders God had 
wrought among the Gentiles by them.” And 
the report at Antioch reads thus (Acts 14:27): 
“And when they were come, and had gathered 
the church together, they rehearsed all that 
God had done with them.” Thus it has ever 
been; missionary intelligence fosters zeal to- 
ward the lost, and it often solves the prob- 
lems of prayer, workers, and finance. Let 
every church follow this method, and ere 
long no heathen need repeat the sad wail, 
“Nobody ever told me before.” Awake, arise, 
time hasteth greatly, speed away the message 
of life. Tell the needs, tell what God has 
done, and the response of prayer, men, anl 
money will be forthcoming. 


Supplying Workers 
This is an immensely large problem. 
There are many workers, heaps of teachers, 
but of the kind needed there is a scarcity. 
Paul’s eyes were open. It is recorded, “He 
saw Timothy at Derbe, and took him forth 
25 
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with him.” Thus he could afterward say,- 
“Take heed to thyself and to the flock.” In 
this he followed Christ, who saw Peter and. 
Andrew casting nets into the sea and said,. 
‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 


“men.” Lord, wake up more men with open 


eyes that can see in men workers for re- 
sponsible positions in the future. Since the 
day that the scales fell from the eyes of Paul, 
10 one ever closed them again. The problem 
of workmen will only be solved by wise fore- 
sight in “seeing men” that the Lord gives to 
the Church. 


Attitude Toward Politics and Legislation 


Paul was no leveler of Jericho road, nor 
did he ever advocate the policing of the road. 
His work was Gospel work, like that which 
the Good Samaritan carried on. Paul never 
stopped one vice on the authority of either 
Jertwsalem or Rome. After his conversion he 
never delivered one political oration, nor 


called one civic-betterment meeting. He had 


one theme and one cure for all the world’s 

ills from Damascus to Rome. He based his. 

hope for the cure for all earth’s misery and 
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wounds in a crucified and risen Christ. 

This message was to the Jews a stum- 
bling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but 
the “reformer Christian” is lauded by the 
world as at last getting to be practical. Re- 
formation is not a stumbling block or foolish- 
ness to the world. It is their business and 
they are at it hard. -The- Satanic wile is to 
get the children of God at it too, so that the 
preaching of the CROSS may cease. The 
devil understands his business. 

According to Paul’s philosophy it iikes 
more than spraying and pruning to make a 
tree sound that is rotten at the heart. “The 
whole world lieth in wickedness,” and to at- 
tempt its reconciliation to God through civil- 
ization and culture and reformation is surely 
a hopeless task, when the natural man has 
“no soundness in him,” the heart “desperate- 
ly wicked,” and “none good.” Paul’s solution 
to the sin question is located in Eph. 2:1-10: 
“Dead in trespasses and sins...... by nature 
the children of wrath......quickened us to- 


works...... we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus.” Read it to be wise, follow 
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it to be right, and stay by it to receive the 
Lord’s “well done.” 


Divine Zeal 


Paul had zeal but he combined it with 
knowledge, forward and aggressive was his 
cry, but with judgment and discretion. Men 
for Christ, but with tact must they be 
reached. Progressive, but not pulling up the 
ancient land-marks. ,Imperfection in reaching 
men, yet unnoticeable because of an intense 
passion for souls. This zeal with marvelous 
tact and wisdom is seen in Paul’s sermons to 
Felix and Agrippa and his message to the 
wise men of Athens on Mars Hill. 


Suffered for Christ Instead of Entertaining 
the Crowd 


Had Paul entertained the crowd at Phil- 
ippi by a stage performance of the Passion 
Play, instead of being beaten and cast into 
‘ail, there never would have been a church 
there whose “faith was spoken abroad.” But 
God’s methods have slipped away. Today’s 
expedient for reaching and holding men is to 
“sit down to eat, and rise up to play.” It 
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seems to me that is a good way for Satan to 
get a tighter hold on those who are already 
in his clutches. 

To entertain sinners, what thank have 
ye? Do not sinners the same? What is 
needed is not entertainment to lull people in 
their everlasting slumber of death, but suffer- 
ing for men that they may allow Christ to 
open their closed eyes. God has written a 
placard to place at the top of this twen- 
tieth century Christendom’s gigantic soul- 
destroying device: “Lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God.” 


Climax of his Service to the World—Epistles 

Those fourteen epistles written to church- 
es and individuals are living monuments and 
the climax of Paul’s work. Marble and 
granite spell nothing. The world’s male- 
factors have had them. But these epistles are 
living, pulsating messages, inspiring, work- 
ing, cleansing, and saving men until now, and 
ever shall be “till He come.” 

The great battle between Christ and Sa- 
tan is not being waged with carnal weapons, 
but part of it is being carried on with print- 
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ing presses. Go on, ye cylinder presses, pro- 
claim God’s truth; speed away, that ye may 


- drown the untold millions of volumes of rot- 


ten, vile, destructive literature. Let every 
wind bear away ‘a tract, sow the truth beside 
all waters. Hand out the Gospel on paper; it 
shall not return void—it shall prosper. Lo, 
you too, like Paul, shall return, bringing your 
sheaves with you. Scatter the truth and it 
will work; it will stand, though men die. 
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CHAPTER OE 


“MOTIVE POWER IN THE LIFE OF 
PAUL 

The Holy Spirit was Paul’s power-house 
-—the same that garnished the heavens, gave 
physical strength to Samson and David, gave 
‘wisdom to Bezaleel and Aholiab, and empow- 
-ered the servants of God in times past in 
-diverse manners and ways. 

The Holy Ghost was Paul’s president. 
this chief executive, his personal leader, and 
‘the mighty worker that worketh in and 
through all. Paul was only the earthen 
-vessel—the Holy Spirit’s medium. 

Paul was a sPectacle of weakness, backed 
‘by no “committee of all the churches,” oft 
opposed by many; not backed by the wealthy, 
‘had not the patronage of kings, no social 
prestige, for he refused every compromise. 
‘The Holy Ghost was his helper, teacher, — 
guide, and advocate. Thus it is written, 
“When I am weak, then am I strong.” Was 
the strong because he was helpless? No; 
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strong because he was pliable in the hands of 
the third person of the God-head. 

It could not be written of the churches 
he established that, “We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.” 
A brief study of his writings shows the 
prominence of the Holy Ghost in his life. 


Deliverance from Sin’s Power 


In Romans 7 Paul uses about thirty “I’s,” 
and concludes by crying out, “O wretched 
man that | am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” But note the cry of 
the victor, when in Romans 8, he uses the 
name of the Holy Ghost eighteen times, and 
thus he writes, “The Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
an deat een (yee bar 

How we fear that in these days of the 
energy of the flesh, many go on in their 
wretchedness because of their ignorance con- 
cerning deliverance through Holy Ghost pow- 
er! 

Growth in Grace 

For growth in grace, coming more and 

more into the likeness of Jesus Christ, Paul 
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depended on the supply of the Spirit. He did 
not try to imitate Christ by self-effort, for 
this would have been works and not the fruit 
of the Spirit. Read Phil. 1:19. He reproved 
the Galatians who had begun in the Spirit, 
but were trying to become perfect in the 
flesh. Gal. 3:3.-. To those: of -Corinth he 
wrote that it was their work to behold the 
glory of the Lord, and that the Spirit of the 
Lord would change them into the same 
image, from glory to glory. II Cor. 3:18. | 

He likewise warned the Christians of 
Thessalonica of the possibility of quenching 
the Spirit, thus hindering growth. I Thes, 
5:19. 

Would there be so many spiritual dwarfs 
if there were more quiet waiting for the 
Spirit’s quickening power, instead of the hus- 
tle and bustle of present day Christendom? 


Daily Conduct Before Men 
This subject is closely connected with 
the previous one—growth in grace. Only as 
the inner life grows in Christ-likeness will 
there be a corresponding conduct to glorify 
God. Many today, we fear, are working at 
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the wrong end, seeking to better their con- 
duct, when the trouble is located in. their’ 
inner life. Before Ephesians 6, where Paul 
recounts what should be the conduct ‘of the 
believer in Christ; he commands, “Be: filled. 
with the Spirit.” To the Galatians he writes, 
“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill 
the lusts of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 

~ The logical conclusion of Christian con- 
duct is summed up in Gal. 5:17-23: “But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance.” Now, fruit grows of itself. 
To try to help it grow is to spoil it. Let us 
care well for the root, and the fruit will take 
care of itself. Lastly, “Walk in the Spirit.” 


Comfort in Tribulation 

Paul continually walked in the presence 
of Jesus Christ, who promised to be with His 
own “even unto the end of the world.” Jesus 
Christ was present with Paul in the person 
of the Holy Ghost. “There stood by me this 
night” the one “whose I am and whom I 
serve,” was the comfort Paul had in any hour. 
In the closing days of this age we need com- 
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fort. “What'a:comfort to know that so long 
as the Church is here, that long the Spirit 
tarries. : 
Por Teresi 

How often have we. felt that we Lianid 
pray till the very heavens would open, but 
then words failed us; how often have we felt 
such deep needs in our souls, but we could 
not tell them to the.Lord; how often have 
we tried to tell- the Lord the needs of the 
world, and He knew no. more than when we 
began. Well, such: was the experience of 
Paul—but he found a. oe in the ae 
Ghost. 

-. For we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought: but He that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth the mind of the Spirit, be- 
cause He maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God. See Rom. 8: 
26,27. What a wonder that God through the 
Holy Ghost puts into our hearts His own 
counsels and desires, and that the Holy Spirit 
is working out the eternal purposes of God in 
and through us in spite of our ignorance and 
limitations. ‘Oh, such grace! Depend ‘upon 
the Holy Ghost to pray. eer he 
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Right at this point is where the present- 
day Church is not walking in its God-a'ppoint- 
ed channel. Instead of depending on the 
Holy Ghost to supply.and equip workers it 
very often artificially prepares them as Saul 
tried to arm. David “(1 Sam. 17238, 39), and 
then, in order that any real work may be 
done, it often takes the Holy Ghost some 
time till He gets that useless paraphernalia 
stripped from the man he intends to use. 
Paul states that the ministry gifts in the 
Church are given by the Spirit of God, such 
as wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, etc.— 
all given by the Spirit of God as He will. 
I Cor. 12:11. Now, the lesson is that the 
Church should be awake to this, and utilize 
what the Spirit gives, and do as Paul advises 
Timothy, “Neglect not the gift that is within 
thee” (I Tim. 4:14). 

Another great need along this line is for 
the Church to pray the Lord of the harvest 
for reapers and, as Paul states, the adminis- 
tration is by the Lord, and He by the Spirit 
will supply the Church’s need. The gifts to 
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the Church by the Holy Ghost need to be 
used and developed,-as they are talents en- 
trusted to us for practical use, and for which 


we must give an account. 


The Holy Ghost for Public Service 
Paul declared. that in his preaching it 


was his avowed object not to preach in entic- 


ing words of man’s wisdom, “but in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power” (I Cor. 
2:4). Much of public service these days is 
as devoid of the demonstrating power of the 
Spirit of God as ice is devoid of heat. When 
we consider the ministry of Paul, we can 
see his dependence upon the Holy Ghost and 
His attendant power, since he actually abode 
by the Scriptures in his preaching. By some 
his messages are taken as eloquent because 


of his learning at the feet of Gamaliel, but a. 


thoughtful examination of that clash with the 
orator Tertullus will show the difference be- 
tween trained eloquence and Holy Ghost 
eloquence. Acts 24:1-21. 

What is needed is not less training of the 
right kind, not less meditation, not less tact, 
not less wise forethought—these and other 
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things fare good: in their place--but .we have 
great need of real Holy..Ghost dependence 
and demonstration:.of: the Spirit’s. power in 
our public work for.:\dying men.and-women. 

There is vastly too much work done these 
days’ in the -eriergy™of "the flesh? Phe Holy 
“Ghost ‘is: being crowded: out: -. Big movements 
continually.rising and in a few days going out 
~of existence, all.show. the trend..of. the . times. 
In these days .of work done in the energy of 
‘the flesh, the need ofthe: Holy Spirit 1s -not 
felt: When: culture and: polish are magnified, 
and man.is supposed to:be so abundantly able 
to. give power of himself, the Holy -Ghost is 
relegated to the rear as not being needed. — 

The dearth: of .power.and : spirituality . is 
all-that is: needed: to. open. our -eyés -to, this 
delusion; -Let.ius, as: did: Paul, make much. of 
the Holy. Ghost:.and less of ourselves, He in- 
creasing, and we shall again: see the Gospel 
go out ‘tothe world as a flaming evangel that 
no power:in earth or-hell can ‘stop. :- 

The large revivals: of the’ present. day, 
‘manned: by: professional evangelists, operated 
largely. by human -instrumentality, are.leaving 
woeful--conditions: in:.their- wake.. Not that 
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some men do not find Christ, nor that there 
is not some good done, but the barrenness of 
the whole thing 1s better seen after the noise 
and din die out. What a difference between 
Holy Ghost revivals by Whitefield, Knox, 
Menno Simon, Moody, Finney, and others, 
and those of today. 

A pastor of a large city church recently 
remarked to me, “I went home to my congre- 
gation and confessed before them that Satan 
had again gotten us into his trap.’ He. fur- 
ther stated that, “I was ashamed of the flesh- 
ly tactics used to create a stir, and the abom- 
ination of the unequal yoke with kindred 
kinds of ungodly organizations.” 

Another pastor in another large city re- 
marked that, “We were thrown back three or 
four years by the superficial work of the 
evangelist.” The Holy Ghost does not do 
that sort of work, and it behooves us in these 
treacherous days to keep very close to God 
and let the Spirit of God direct our lives, our 
energies, all our efforts, and all our public 
service, so that we may then hear that voice, 
“Well done,’ even if we do now often hear 
the world’s and church members’ disapproval. 
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PAUL’S MESSAGE FOR THE WORLD 


Were we to sum up the messages of 
‘Paul, one word would be sufficient: CHRIST 
would include them ali. To Paul He was “all 
an all.” Jesus Christ was his ever adorable 
theme from Damascus to the end of his life 
Preaching Him was the festival of his soul, 
his extreme delight, his ever continuing de- 
light. Persecution could not close his mouth. 
Prison walls could not make him cease—he 
then wrote about Him. Finally, death could 
not silence his testimony, for “he being dead, 
“yet speaketh.” Though a mortal testimony, 
yet it was eternal, for throughout all ages, 
world without end, shall re-echo his messages. 


Incarnation—Jesus is God 


“Great is the mystery of godliness, God 
‘was manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). 
“Jesus was truly God (Deity). Jesus was truly 
“man (Humanity). Jesus was born of God. 
Jesus was born of Mary. To Paul this was 
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no “hybrid, obnoxious thing” but a holy 
thing. Let us take off our shoes for this is 
holy ground—who. dare; intrude? You higher 
critics and so-called “free” thinkers, beware, 
“you stand?:on solemn-s¢ground!'. Your: only 
salvation hes in this “mystery of godliness.” 
Forsake that, and you have no other ground. 
The world then is doomed, and earth has no 
Savior. Thus, man’s condition is, hopeless— 
he cannot save himself, If Jesus, was not 
God manifest in the flesh, then we, have. no 
perfect man to be made ‘ism for. us, i= hen 
we must perish in our sins—how dark! 5 
Arise, shine! _ For thy, light, has come. 
Jesus was. conceived of the Holy. Ghost, was 
born of the. Virgin Mary, and His name is 
Emmanuel, which is. interpreted, “God with 
us.” “Flor he. shall save his people from their 
sins.” Praise. His name. for, ever and aye. 


The: Word. of: the. Som :of -God 
- Christendom of. today has divorced Jesus 
from His Word. The. delusion..is. put thus: 
“Just so you believe in Jesus Christ.’ ’. I have 
been wondering by. what system.of. exegesis 
Jesus Christ and His doctrine.can be separat- 
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- It, must.be. Les a, ‘Satanic system_of the- 


eee eects ee as | 

“While we must iamnchaniensemee reject 
the -Cain- delusion: of “good works” :for, our 
justification before God, that is not real Bible 
faith which does not, through the ‘Holy Ghost, 
_produce. a, heart willing to obey God’s Word. 
Jesus. Christ as final authority speaks, “My 
sheep hear my | voice. ee hus we can see that 
the. Pauline, messages are in direct. harmony 
with the Son of God. “He became the author 
“of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him” (Heb. 5. 9). Rehearsing what he said in 
that wonderful “epistle to the Romans, where 
he describes the Gospel of God, “he climaxes 
thus, “Made known to all natioris for the 
obedience of faith” (Rom. 16 26). “True faith 
pbeys God. fae 


Haven: The preaciine. of, abe: Cre 


What tothe Jews: was a stumbling Block, 
to the Greeks foolishness, was. the thing that 
Paul -gloried in.: In-that center. cross:on the 
“Mount of Calvary: was:to Paul the world’s 
lone hope. He preached not only «the Christ 
of Bethlehem, but also the Christ of Calvary. 
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The bloodless theology of today is an insult 
to God and it is a hell-populator. It is fol- 
lowing in the tracks of that wicked man Cain, 
and gives man a title to the lake of fire. 


Paul did not preach civic reform, temper- 
ance movements, ethical culture, social regen- 
eration, etc., as ‘substitutes for the preaching 
of the cross. His one message he preached 
to those in the slums, and he did not modify 
it in the least for those in palatial residences. 


This message of a crucified Christ was 
what brought together the whole city of 
Antioch, stirred Thessalonica from center to 
circumference, made Mars Hill echo, gave 
trembling Governor Felix a ground for hope, 
and almost persuaded King Agrippa to be a 
Christian. | ‘ 


The new religion of the twentieth cen- 
tury is a soul-destroyer. Preach BLOOD: 
it is the song of the redeemed in heaven. 
Cain’s bloodless altars are being multiplied. 
Flow many churches today are void of a crim- 
son altar. O beware! “for without the shed- 
ding of blood there is no remission of sins” 
(Heb. 9:22). 
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The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
foundation stone of Christianity. “If Christ 
be not risen, then is your faith vain.” Paul 
suggests that if Christ be not risen, then “let 
us eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we 
die.’ Is it any wonder that Satan should 
seek to destroy the faith in the fact that. Jesus 
rose from the dead? I Cor. 15:12-23. 

The resurrection was the rise of Chris- 
tianity, and its denial will be a part of the 
“ereat falling away.” If God has not raised 
up Jesus, then our sins are not cancelled, for 
it is written, ‘““He was raised for our justifica- 
tion.” “If Christ be not risen,’ we have no 
more than human power, and man is not able 
to keep himself from falling. But, glory to 
God, ‘““Now is Christ risen from the dead,” 
and God has given to Him all power in heav- 
en and earth, sitting at the right hand of the 
majesty on high, God having exalted Him 
there above every other name, and to Him 
eventually every knee shall bow. 


. Paul’s Estimate of Humanity 
Paul stated to the Romans that in “his 
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flesh dwelt no good thing,” and his description 
of the natural man clearly sets forth that in 
the flesh “dwelt.every evil thing.” This iS 


unpopular doctrine today. but true all the 


good, destruction and misery-in their ways, 
under the curse of the law, dead in trespasses 
and sins, fulfilling the desires of the mind and 
flesh, by nature children of wrath, under the 
control of.the prince of this. world, whose end 
is destruction, whose god is their belly, who 
glory in their shame, who: mind. earthly 
things, alienated from God their Creator, ene- 
mies to the God of heaven and earth, children 


of disobedience, foolish, ignorant, blind in. 
their hearts, past feeling, without. God and 
without hope in the world—surely TOTAL 


DEPRAVITY was. Paul’s. conclusion after 


giving such a miserable description of hu-- 


manity, and he. would: give, identically the 
same description ‘of it in’ all, our boasted 
twentieth century civilization, = 
Very recently a preacher ‘remarked that 
the doctrine of ‘total depravity is a hopeless 
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doctrine, and if. he believed it, he would give 
up his work. He probably better had, or, 
better-still, change his views. It is a hopeless 
condition. Think you Christ would have left 
heavens glory for earth’s shameful treatment, 
if earth had had: a ray of hope or a single 
remedy? No; Emmanuel would not have 
come. “There is none other name; under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.” 


Fulness of Christ’s Redemptive Work . 


When Jesus Christ cried out-on the cross, 
“It is finished,” he did not work out a plan 
of salvation, but he completed a work to 
which no man can ever add, though he be a 
- child of God a million years. ‘Though one do 
a thousand years of faithful service and live 
a perfect Christian life all those years, he is © 
no more a saved child of God at the end of 
the thousand years than he was on the day 
when he first trusted in Christ. Eph. 1:13. 
In the eternity. past ‘the Godhead Three 
worked out the plan of salvation, and. at the 
cross Christ finished the work. Thus God is 
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able to justify the ungodly that believe. Rom. 
4:5. | 


Jesus Christ was “made unto us wisdom, 


and righteousness, and sanctification, and re~ 


demption” (II Cor. 1:30). Thus God perfect- 


ly completed the work of those in Christ. To 


the Colossians Paul wrote, “And ye are com- 
plete in him,” and to completeness nothing 
can be added. To the Ephesians: “He hath 
made us ACCEPTED in the beloved,” and 
nothing need be done to make us more ac- 
ceptable, lest it be not by grace. 
How few are willing to let go of self and 
trust in the fulness of Christ’s finished work, 
who made peace for us, redeemed us by His. 


work, reconciling ws to God, makes us justi- 
fied from all things, sanctified in Christ. 
There is no condemnation, and God has noth-. 


ing against us. Blessed work—fulness of the 
Gospel of His grace. Of.a certainly the “gift 


of God is eternal life through Jesus ous 


our Lord.” 


Wrath and Terror of God © 


Behold the goodness of God, and thou 
doest well; but behold likewise the severity 
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of God. There-never has been a worker with 
zeal who has not believed in the wrath and 
terror of God. According to much of the 
preaching of the present day, God has calmed 
His wrath against sin and ungodliness, and 
the fire of hell is dying out. The popular God 
is a weakling with a sheathed sword. Justice 
is no longer one of His attributes. . 

This was not the God that Paul believed 
Him to be. To Paul it was “a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God” 
(Heb. 10:31). The God of Paul was a “con- 
suming fire’? (Heb. 12:29). 

The earnestness’ in the personality of 
Paul was brought about to a large extent by 
his knowledge of the terror of God, for he 
says, “Knowing the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men” (II Cor: 5:11). Thus it is 
written in Hebrews: “Noah, moved by fear 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” 

' Let us preach the wrath and terror of 
God, as did Paul, then the preaching of God’s 
marvelous love to man will not sound like so 
many idle tales. If God’s ‘goodness will not 
lead men to repentance, mayhap His severity 
will. It did me. 
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World Conversion or World Evangelism, 
Which? 

The Bible holds out no hope of a con- 
verted world during the Church dispensation. 
It has been stated, Were it true that the 
world can not be brought to the feet of Christ 
by the Church it would diminish the ardor of 
missionary zeal. Paul is a flat contradiction 
of this theory. Never a man worked to reach 
the lost as did Paul, yet he never forwarded 
the day-dream theory of a converted world 
with an absent Christ and an unchained devil. 

Paul owned that the world -is evil and 
ruled \by the powers of darkness. To him the 
last days would be perilous times. II Tim. 
3:1. He expected that evil men and seducers 
would wax worse and worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. II Tim. 3:13. He wrote by 
the Spirit that the time would come when 
they would turn the truth into fables, and 
would turn their ears away from it. II Tim. 
4:4. He knew that the time would come 
when they would not endure sound doctrine. 
The cry is upon us. “Preach Christ, but not 
doctrine.” Ridiculous in the extreme is such 
a suggestion. How is it possible to preach 
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the Man without His doctrine? Paul wrote 
to Thessalonica that ere Christ would come 
“there must be a great falling away.” Paul 
had no thought of a kingdom on earth with- 
out the King. Those who dream of such a 
condition at the present time did not get their 
ideas from Paul but largely from their own 
imaginations because of too intimate associa- 
tion with the world rather than with their 
Bibles. The vast majority of those nowadays 
who are notably sound-on the fundamentals 
of Christianity are also notably rejoicing in 
the hope of the imminent coming of Christ. 


Separation and Non-conformity : 
These unpopular teachings Paul. hesitated 
not to preach. Paul’s preaching and teaching 
were not accommodated to the palates of men. 
So far as Satan’s world-system was concerned, 
Paul was dead to it. He was dead to its 
principles, fashions, pleasures, and ways. He 
was “in the world, but not of it.’ He kept 
separated from all its evils. In II Cor. 6:14 
to 7:1 can be found Paul’s rule of Christian 
living: “Wherefore come out from among 

them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord.” 
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Because of his mon-complicity with the 
world’s evil he was called pestilent, offscour- 
ing, and filth of earth, not fit to live—he was 
a hindrance and an obstacle to their way of 
living. 

Paul’s teachings, backed by Christ’s ser- 
mons, are what condemn Free-masonry and 
every other of its offspring lodges. 

While the world’s slogan has ever been, 
“Follow the crowd,” Paul was not caught in 
the drift. He knew that the final destruction 
of the-crowd would be the lake of fire. He 
preached non-conformity in business, mar- 
riage, dress, and in every sphere of life. “Be 
not. conformed to this world’. (Rom. 12:1). 
To Titus he wrote that the object of salva- 
tion by the grace of God was to redeem unto 
Himself a pecuhar people, zealous of good 
works—called peculiar because of their un- 
likeness to the world in everything. Titus 
2:11-15. When one notices professors in 
these days he is made to wonder, Are they 
the Lord’s peculiar redeemed ones? “That 
day ‘shall declare.” | 
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Paul’s Solution to “Last Day Conditions” 


Tihe vision of the last days given to Paul, 
revealing the awful conditions during the 
Church period, and to become more intensely 
wicked as the closing hours of the age draw 
by, would give rise to a Pessimistic mood. 
So Paul gave advice to Timothy in three 
words that are good for all time, “till He 
come.” “Preach the word,” is our work in a 
nutshell. We are not responsible for the 
fruitage, but we are responsible for sowing 
the seed. ‘When he urged the preaching of 
the Word, he set at nought what many are 
preaching today—politics, philosophy, science, 
man’s achievements, universal brotherhood, 
new thought, commemoration of departed. 
sinners, and the ‘spread of civilization. 
“Preach the word, in season and out of 
season.” By this method Paul did his mar- 
velous work. By this he shook the world. 
By this he changed maps. By this he drove 
~theathendom from before his face. By this 
he was a workman approved of God, an 
eternal benefactor to mankind. 


Oh, the robbery of man, and the crime 
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of preachers of the present day who are 
preaching anything and everything but the 
Bible! Finally, Preach the Word. 


The Hope of the Coming of Jesus Christ 


Losing sight of the teaching of Paul con- 
cerning the imminent coming of Jesus Christ 
in the clouds of heaven caused the Church to 
be deluded in the days of Constantine. They 
looked for the establishment of Christ’s king- 
dom on earth by the conversion of the world. 
This theory then, as ever, was the root of 
worldliness in many forms. Jesus Christ gave 
a parable to the same effect when He said 
that all the virgins slumbered and slept. The 
question is, Asleep to what? The answer is, 
To the watching for the returning of God’s. 
Son in the clouds of heaven. He further 
states that at midnight, “a cry was made, Go 
ye out to meet him.” Thus it is sounding out 
as it never has since the days of Paul. The 


Church is awaking out of its long drowse arfd 


is beginning to look for “that blessed hope.” 
The question is often asked, Why make 
such an ado about this doctrine? Because 
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the WORD gives it such prominence on ac- 
count of its importance. 3 

There is not one Bible deere that 1s 
not in some way connected with the coming 
of Christ. Just notice a few instances show- 
ing its importance: 

An ideal Church, I Thes. 1:9, 10. 

~ Obedience and service, Luke 19:13. 

Patience to the Word of God, I Tim. 6:14. 

Patience under trial, Jas. 5:7. 

Holy living, Titus 2:12, 13. 

The Lord’s Supper, I Cor. 11:26. 

The Allurements of the World, Matt. 
24 :42. 


Universal Reign of Christ and His Saints 

This great fact was the optimism that 
Paul preached, and it is Bible truth. Much 
of the optimism of today is a “headucation, 
civilization, and scientific delusion.” This 
reign will not be established by the “leaven 
of the Gospel” (so misinterpreted), but by the 
personal appearance of God’s Son as “King 
of kings and ‘Lord of lords.” It will not be a 
gradual evolution, but an instantaneous work, 
preceded by the awful judgments of Revela- 
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tion, chapters 6-19. It will commence with a 


chained devil in the bottomless pit, who will 


deceive the nations no more. Rev. 20:2, 3. 


“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun, 
Does his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom ‘stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.” 

During this time “righteousness and truth 
shall flourish.” Surely they do not flourish 
in the world today, even though the Church 
has been in the world for nearly two thou- 
sand years. 

In this period “all the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God.” Num. 14:21. At 
present almost anything else is being glorified 
except God, so that the message of Rev. 14:7 
is needed, “Fear God, and ‘give glory to him, 
for the hour of his judgment is come.” 

During the reign of Christ with His 
saints “all the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of God, as the waters cover the 
sea.” Today, where they should know God, 
many are as ignorant of the knowledge of 
God as the millions of heathen. “Then shall 
He come in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God.” 
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Once in the seven dispensations-shall the 
Creator. of the world hear His own welcome 
in it, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord” (Matt. 23:39). Then will earth 
know its redemption from the curse, no more 
thorns, no more briers, but shall blossom as 
the. rose, even as the garden of Eden. Finally 
will come the answer to the Lord’s prayer, 
“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heav- 
en.’ That shall have its literal fulfilment 
when the Lord shall be “King over ali the 
earth” (Zech. 14:9). 

It was Paul’s hope to share in His glory © 
when Christ shall be revealed with all His 
saints. A careful study of the following 
scriptures will prove that the foregoing was 
what Paul looked forward to: Rom. 18:19-23; 
P70 eles inn 7 6213-15. with-otier 
scriptures to be found by a reference Bible in 
both Old and New Testaments showing it 
forth as the brightness of noon-day. ‘Which 
in his times he shall show, who is the bless- 
ed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords,” at His appearing and His 
kingdom. I Tim. 6:15; II Tim. 4:1. 
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Home Coming 

We now reach the day of Paul’s final 
embarkation to the other world. There he 
stands, a spectacle of wonder, with calmness 
and holy joy giving up earth’s career. May 
his words be true of us all, “I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that 


day” (II Tim. 4:7,8). No monument but the 


millions reached by his life and words. What. 
an entrance into the Lord’s presence! If the 
gates do swing wider for some than for oth- 
ers, they must have reached their widest 
when he passed through. If heaven ever had 
a gala day, it must have been then. If heaven 
is stirred in the turning of men from sin, 
what must it be when they come home as 
“more than conquerors” is past our specula- 
tive thinking. Surely we again can say, 
“What hath God wrought!” 


Conclusion 
We have come to the close of this man’s 
marvelous life. We are loath to close, since 
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so much more might be said. We leave these 
broken statements with you. May they in- 
deed be a guide to you in these days of Baby- 
lonish confusion. May the Holy Ghost en- 
able you to abide in the “Faith once for all 
delivered to the saints.” Closing, may we all 
have a part in the great “face to face meet- 
ing’ in the air, and then have an eternity to- 
‘gether in holy fellowship, thus to have ful- 
ness of joy, pleasures forevermore, infinite 
knowledge, unspotted holiness, and the pres- 
ence of our God with His Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ, forever, world without end. 
Amen and amen, till He come. 
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